Brooke’s Story:
Even I Could Learn “Sit, Down, Stay” (although it took 20 weeks)
– Brooke Loeser (with Gregg Loeser’s helping hand)
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i. My name is Brooke and I am

a greyhound. I was adopted and
welcomed into my parents’ home,
Gregg and Sharon Loeser, in
March 2003.
Before that wonderful and glorious
day, I had been returned to REGAP
(Retired Greyhounds as Pets, Inc.
in Kansas City) after only a day,
because I jumped on people when I
was excited. That only happened
though when someone said, “walk”
or “car ride.” I couldn’t help myself, and so was given the nickname “Pronger.” I was only a
young girl of 5 years and not a
mature woman of 12, as I am now.
I lived by myself with mom and
dad until fall when I got a “sister,”
Bailey, and another sister, Brandie,
that next August. Mom and dad
now had three “grey” babies with
which to contend.
In the spring of 2005, I learned
from my dad about Pets for Life,
Inc. (PFL). He went to an orientation where they explained how
dogs and other pets go to hospitals,
nursing homes, schools for special
needs children, and etc. in the KC
area.
The students or residents would

interact with
the owner-and
-pet
team,
giving “love”
to the animal
and
asking
questions or
talking about
their own pets.
The PFL folks
said research
shows
that
animal
and
human interaction has a very positive effect
on the people served, especially
those in some of these living
situations.
Dad really wanted me to be a
therapy dog, although I was quite
content to “chill” all day on my
favorite pillow or blanket. I was a
racer years ago and now wanted
to relax in the sun on the deck in
the summer or stay comfortable in
the family room with the others
girls.
I thought my working days were
over. Guess not. PFL has periodic
pre-testing to see if the owner’s
animal has the proper temperament for their program. After a
few bribes (read: yogurt treats) I
said OK and off we went.

I did everything fine,
for example being
around other dogs, a
cat, walking closely to a
dog and not being startled by a noisemaker.
I threw a monkey
wrench into pop’s plan,
however, because no
one had ever taught me
to sit or to lie down on a
verbal or gesture command. (For the final
temperament test, a dog must
remain in a down position for
one minute with no human
touching.) In fact, I got so nervous that I stood for 90 minutes,
shaking like a leaf in the wind,
hair falling out like crazy.
He must have said, “Sit,
Brooke” a hundred times or so it
seemed. I just couldn’t do it.
He switched to plan B by signing me up for basic training at a
pet store. Ten weeks passed and
I still would not sit or lie down
on command. I did learn “come”
well when he called and I raced
toward him in the store. I
thought I was off the hook for
this therapy-dog thing until he
spied the satisfaction-guaranteed
(Continued on page 3)
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GREYlong held its biannual rummage sale
fundraiser on May 14 and 15 at the HabermanWilson home and we raised nearly $1,000.
(Continued on page 2)

Jobs for Our Dogs
Job hunting can be an unpleasant experience. But, there’s one type of job we
think you—and your dog—might like.
By job, I’m not referring to work-formoney. I’m referring to dogs that have a
purpose by regularly spending time with
their owners in an activity they both love.
It’s really not that much different from
two people sharing the love of boating,
race walking, mountain climbing or PC
gaming.

schools and libraries or hospitals to going
to helping with physical therapy or visiting retirement homes.
Maybe your dog is a type A and walks,
hikes or jogging is more his style. How
about ratcheting it up a notch and go for
sled pulling, carting or skijoring, the sport
where your dog is harnessed to you and
you’re on skis.

So, next time your canine friend rips a
new hole in the sofa or adds more toothy
“character” to the dining room chair leg,
starting job hunting… for your pup.
Some web sites you might find helpful:
Musical Dog Sport Association, http://
musicaldogsport.org/

Or maybe Flyball is how you and your
dog will soar.

Delta Society, www.deltasociety.org

In our canine-human world, these dogs
and owners have bonded through a joint
activity, like running, walking or sporting.

Perhaps you’d enjoy building on your
dog’s obedience work on a competitive
level. It’s a thing of beauty to watch a
dog step in perfect harmony with its handler.

American Herding Breed Association,
www.ahba-herding.org

If you’re looking for a bonding activity, it
really isn’t hard to find something interesting. Whatever motivates you will
likely motivate your pawed pal.

Speaking of harmony, have you seen
Canine Freestyle? It’s a teamwork sport
combining music, movement and a little
pizzazz.

If you want to focus on the dog’s abilities, look at what he (or she) seems to
enjoy. Pack-oriented or nose-hunting
dogs will probably love doing tracking
work either for fun or for real, as in
Search and Rescue.

Is your pooch really a water dog? Maybe
becoming a Splash Dog is his cup of tea.
This sport has the dogs bounding up and
away off a dock into a pool to grab and
retrieve a thrown object.

Put your feisty terrier to work at Earthdog
trials, where their hunting instincts are
put to the test in artificial tunnels.
If your dog is a major people-pup and is
calm and gentle, perhaps becoming a
therapy dog is in the future.
Therapy work can range from working at

There are so many fun ways to find a
deeper connection and build a stronger
bond between you and your dog.
You need not fear that you or your dog
will not be the number one dog/handler
team in the country. It’s not about the
competition; it’s about getting out and
just having fun.

American Sight Hound Association,
www.asfa.org

Therapy Dog International, www.tdidog.org
Skijor Now, www.skijornow.com
Dog Scooter, www.dogscooter.com
Splash Dog, www.splashdogs.com
US Dog Agility Association,
www.usdaa.com
North American Flyball Association,
www.flyball.org
Border Terrier Club of America
(Earthdog),
www.btcoa.org/events/edog.html
International Weight Pull Association,
www.iwpa.net
Northern California Sled Dog Rescue
(carting, skijor, scootering, etc.)
www.norsled.org/fun.html
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We had fantastic item donations, such as Southwestern art, an incredible Harley Davidson phone, divadining dishes, cashmere sweaters, Ann Taylor skirts,
Dooney and Bourke handbags, and even professional
barbecue covers and grill sets.
Sounds like a swanky shop in Beverly Hills, doesn't
it? It felt like it. And true to our musical traditional,
we didn’t listen to the crickets chirping; we were
spinning the LPs, bringing a bit of nostalgia to the
event with Frankie and “Dino” (Dean) Martin tunes.
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Of course, our sale wouldn’t be complete without the
good eats. We sold hot dogs, giant muffins and colorful sprinkle cupcakes. They were all quite tasty. Lifting the lid of the hot dog crock pot filled the garage
sales area with the aroma of gently steamed frankfurters - it was a real crowd pleaser.
But the rain. Oh the rain. Saturday might have been
damp, but talk about turning those lemons into lemonade... Chris Haberman-Wilson brought out some
of his Aramis umbrella collection and, no surprise,
we sold them.
(Continued on page 4)
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In Memory
Brit - Karen and Glen Labadie
Carmel - Julie and Dale Bates
Cibyl - Nancy and Richard Singer
Dutch – Lisa Leopold
Goldie - Jan and Wayne Dykes
Lizette - Renee and Alan Dietchmann
Luke - Sheri and Ron Rice
Malone - Kathie McElhinney
Marnie - Virginia and Richard Barnes
Moose - Drew and LIsa Wilson
Morgan - Holly McLean
Racer – Buffy Prizant
Sarah - Lisa Swartz
Shania - Lou and Sue Scacia
Stardust - Sharon and Greg Loeser
Sugar – Linda Magnus

Brooke’s Story
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lac Center for a few years.

policy.

There the students rub me,
ask dad question, and often
tell us about their animals.
They are very kind and
gentle, plus I really love
all the touching, always
have, and in fact mom
started calling me a
“rubaholic.” Guess I am
resigned to the label; oh
well. Pop still bring my
favorite fleece blanket too.

Guess what, another 10 Saturdays at school
and another 10 hours away from my floor time
at home. Finally, at the tenth week of the
second go-around, I did perform my “sit,
Brooke” and l promptly lay down on my favorite blanket, which he had always brought
to the second class.
I was happy; he was proud. I even have a
graduation picture and certificate to prove my
achievement.
That very Saturday afternoon I went for the
final test, passed readily and became a fullfledged therapy dog. I have my medal worn
proudly on my collar, a PFL handkerchief and
vest.
From April 2006 to September, I worked in a
Blue Valley Special Education class where the
kids loved me. I have now been at the MarilV O L U M E 2, I S S U E 1

I was settling into a steady
groove at Marillac, when a
lady with PFL told dad she
thought I would be “great” in another program. I was not finished working, because
they had other ideas.
PFL is involved with a Salt Lake City program called R.E.A.D. (Reading Education

Assistance Dogs). The animals go into schools
or libraries where children practice oral reading to them for a few minutes. It is seen as
nonjudgmental for all reading levels, plus it
(Continued on page 4)
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Book the Date!
Mark your calendars for these upcoming GREYlong events!



Sept 18—Gallivantastia

10:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. at Kill Creek
Park, 11670 Homestead Lane, DeSoto. $10 per person potluck and dogswim day! Visit www.GREYlong.org
for full details.

GREYlong is a 501( c)(3) organization established
in 2006 devoted to raising funds to help support
canine cancer studies. The money raised by GREYlong is donated to Morris Animal Foundation. All
gifts are tax-deductible. We have no paid employees, so all gifts make an impact in finding a cure for
cancer.

www.GREYlong.org
E-mail: newsletter@greylong.org

We are passionate about making a difference in our
current and future pets’ lives. Our name
“GREYlong” is symbolic. It represents our goal
that everyone’s pets should live LONG lives in their
senior-citizen GREY fur.

GreyTales is the official newsletter for GREYlong. It is published electronically in June and January. It is distributed by email to a subscriber list. To receive the newsletter, send an email with the word “SUBSCRIBE” in the subject line to
lori@greylong.org. We welcome both editorial and photo
submissions. Submissions may be e-mail to lori@greylong.org
or shibas.rock@yahoo.com. Editorial submissions may be
edited for space and style.
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But the crowds came and bought new children's
clothes and toys, quilts, desks, cabinets. Diana
May offered four box-seat tickets to the Royals’
Ladies Night Out game, which we raffled for
$50.

really seems to help those students learning
English as a second language.

The rummage sale success was due to our wonderful supporters. Thank you to Karen Randall, Linda May and Diana May for helping
set up and sell.
Thanks to Angela Humphrey, Terri Hirlilnger, Connie Armstrong, Donna and Kim
Bryan, David Enenbach, Renee and Alan
Dietchmann, Nancy Helvey, Becky and
Jeanette Hinks, Denise Knight, Greg and
Sharon Loeser, Diana May, Phyllis Ranumberg and Lori and Chris Haberman-Wilson
for their donations and also a big thank you to
Costco for the gift card.
Without your help and support, we would not
have realized our outstanding success.

www.GREYlong.org
11906 Noland
Overland Park, KS 66213

We are grateful for all of your support. Our yearend financial report is posted at www.greylong.org.
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Although it was rainy, we even sold coupons to
the Green Lantern car wash. If it wasn't nailed
down, we were ready to slap a price on it and
call it sold for a price.

GREYLONG

Dad got the manual, watched the DVD, took the
test and got me my second certification. I have
another medal for my collar, red handkerchief
and vest, plus a large floor mat.
I started this job at the Olathe, Kan., libraries in
June 2007 and have continued monthly. On my
first day, 14 readers read to me and I tried to
listen to each story. In fact as one girl about 7
years old was reading, I put my head on her leg
and she stroked me. Neat.
I have now gone to the summer reading library
program in Shawnee, Kan., plus to Brighton
Gardens nursing home. Students from St. Ann’s
school walk from down the street and read to
the residents and us. There are usually four
teams.
Looking back to the fall of 2005 when I
first started training, and with all my
shortcomings, I am amazed, happy and
proud to see that I could obtain so much
success and help in these fine programs!
As mom and dad have said to me and my
other “grey” sisters many times, we are
“greyt” greyhounds. See you at school
and in the library!
Love, Brooke

